
 Fast Facts
LOCATION: Auby, France

TECHNOLOGY: roast, leach, electrolysis (RLE) smelting

PRODUCTS: special high grade (SHG) zinc, battery zinc, 
sulphuric acid, indium metal

EMPLOYEES: 297

PRODUCTION 2016: 149,000 tonnes zinc metal, 160.000 
tonnes sulphuric acid

Operation at a glance
The Auby smelter is located in the town of Auby in the north of 
France, approximately 35 kilometers south of the city of Lille. It is 
adjacent to the Canal de la Deule, which connects to the seaports of 
Calais and Antwerp, and is well connected to several motorways.

The Auby smelter is a mid-scale electrolytic zinc smelter. Unlike other 
zinc smelting sites, the Auby smelter produces cathodes as fi nished 
products for sale to its customers, rather than casting into ingots. 
Feedstock of both zinc concentrates and zinc secondaries is consumed 
at the plant using the RLE process to produce zinc cathode. The Auby 
smelter’s annual production capacity was increased from 130,000 
tonnes to 160.000 tonnes during 2009 and to 172,000 tonnes in 
2013. Auby smelter commissioned an indium metal production 
facility in May 2012.

The Auby smelter produces zinc primarily from zinc concentrates 
and, to a lesser extent, recycled zinc secondary feeds. Auby’s zinc 
concentrates are sourced from suppliers world-wide.  The Auby 
smelter can process a high percentage of secondary feed material 
input without adversely affecting overall plant productivity, effi ciency 
or residue output. Concentrates are transported by barge from the 
port of Antwerp, a main thoroughfare harbour for zinc concentrates. 
Secondary zinc feed materials are delivered to the plant by truck.

The Auby smelter produces SHG cathode and some extra pure quality 
cathodes, the latter sold as battery-grade zinc. The site also produces 
by-products of sulphuric acid, Auby Leach Product (a product 
containing both lead and silver), copper and indium.

OVERVIEW

PRODUCTION PROCESS AT AUBY
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Nyrstar Auby is part of Nyrstar, a global multi-metals business, with 
a market leading position in zinc and lead, and growing positions in 
other base and precious metals, which are essential resources that are 
fuelling the rapid urbanisation and industrialisation of our changing 
world. Nyrstar has mining, smelting, and other operations located in 
Europe, the Americas and Australia and employs approximately 4,300 
people. Nyrstar is incorporated in Belgium and has its corporate offi ce 
in Switzerland. Nyrstar is listed on Euronext Brussels under the symbol 
NYR. 

Nyrstar is committed to providing a safe environment for our 
employees, minimising our smelters’ and mines’ impact on the 
environment and contributing to the communities in which we operate.

Auby, and the world of Nyrstar

THE WORLD OF NYRSTAR
Auby Plant was established in 1869 by Compagnie Royale asturienne des
Mines, in the middle of Coal mines area in order to access energy required 
for the industrial thermical process of refi ning zinc. This process remained 
almost unchanged until 1954, when Auby Plant modernized its process 
Introducing a vertical furnace “ New Jersey “. Later in 1975, the refi ning
technology moved from thermical one to an hydrometallurgic 
(electrolysis), which is still the current process today.  This major 
technological advancement enabled the Plant to reach 100,000 tonnes 
annual zinc production capacity, until the 1987 integration into “Vielle 
Montagne Group as “Union Miniere” and subsequently “Umicore” in 2001 
increased capacity to 200,000 tonnes zinc per year.

Due to downsizing capacity in 2005 to 135,000 tonnes, available 
infrastructure on site paved the way for the establishment of Indium 
Cement in 2007, coinciding with the plant’s integration into Nyrstar 
Group. Between 2009 and today, the plant has increased zinc production 
capacity to 160,000 then to 172,000 tons and developed an Indium metal 
refi ning process whose annual capacity was recently increased to 72 
tonnes.

HISTORY

Campo Morado, Mexico4

Contonga, Peru6

5 Clarksville, USA

Pucarrajo, Peru (non-core asset)14

Tennessee Mines, USA15

 

 

10 Hoyanger, Norway

13 Port Pirie, Australia 3 Budel, The Netherlands

 16 Zurich, Switzerland

8 Fort Lauderdale, Miami, USA

12 Myra Falls, Canada 2 Balen/Overpelt, Belgium

1 Auby, France  11 Langlois, Canada

 9 Hobart, Australia

 7 Coricancha, Peru (non-core asset)
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Contact Information
Nyrstar Auby
Rue Jean Jacques Rousseau
59950 Auby 
France
T +33 3 27 93 50 00
F +33 3 27 88 39 48

For more information please visit www.nyrstar.com 
or email communications@nyrstar.com. Learn about 
career opportunities at nyrstar.com/careers
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