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DEFLECTOR PROJECT UPDATE 
 

 Open pit mining progressing on schedule with potential for additional oxide ore 

 Underground development continues with decline advance on schedule 

 Production of bullion and concentrate from oxide ore ramping up 

 Near-mine exploration to commence following approval of $4.0M budget for Deflector 

Doray Minerals Ltd (ASX: DRM, Doray, the Company), is pleased to provide an update in regards to progress 
at the Company’s Deflector Gold Project (“Deflector”). Production of gold bullion and gold-copper-silver 
concentrate recently commenced at Deflector, approximately 14 months after the completion of the 
takeover of Mutiny Gold Limited by Doray. 

Open Pit Mining 

Mining of the West and Central Lode open pits is continuing with the open pit just over two thirds completed 
by the end of July.  

Grade control drilling has indicated the potential for additional oxide ore at the southern end of the pit, 
which could be mined and processed before the transition to underground primary ore (Figure 1). This 
additional material is currently being scoped out with further drilling. 

Underground Development 

Underground development is progressing on schedule with the decline and lateral access advanced 230m 
at the end of July. 

The decline has now advanced to the 1213mRL (approximately 70m below surface) with various 
underground infrastructure installed. 

 

 

Figure 1. Deflector mining progress as at 30 July 2016, showing potential southern extension (green outline) 
to current open pit. 
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Processing and Production 

Ramp-up of the purpose-built processing plant, including gravity and flotation circuits, is continuing with 
treatment of oxide material from the open pit. 

Optimisation of gold and copper recoveries and grades between bullion and concentrate is progressing well 
and a ramp-up of mill throughput is expected to be complete early in the next Quarter. The processing plant 
has successfully achieved required concentrate specifications resulting in dispatch of two shipments so far.  

In processing the oxide ore, the Company has encountered significantly more native copper than had been 
expected from the Bankable Feasibility Study.  Due to the effects of the native copper reporting to the acacia 
reactor, gold recoveries from the gravity circuit were initially less than expected, whilst gold content within 
the concentrate has been running higher than forecast. 

Recent purchase and installation of a Wilfley table (Figure 2) has allowed separation of free gold from the 
native copper phase and gravity gold recoveries are improving as a result. The acacia reactor will therefore 
not be used for the remainder of the oxide ore and this will be reassessed when processing of the 
transitional ore commences in coming months. 

The native copper phase potentially represents an additional product that can be marketed in the interim 
and this is currently being assessed.  

 

 

Figure 2. Wilfley table showing gold tail (right side) separating from native copper (left side). 
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Doray’s Managing Director, Mr Allan Kelly, said that the processing plant had performed against 
expectations to date and the project should achieve “steady state” production when it completed the 
transition to primary ore sourced from underground. 
 
“Over the next few months, we will complete mining and processing of the oxide and transitional ore which 
together comprise a small component of the overall production profile, both in terms of mining schedule 
and output,” he said. 
 
“The main game at Deflector is the primary underground ore which we are currently developing Production 
from this ore will commence early in the 2017 calendar year and continue for the best part of 6 years, as 
per the current mine plan” Mr Kelly said. 

Exploration Activities 

Following a significant period of data compilation and re-interpretation, including re-mapping of the entire 
Gullewa Greenstone Belt (see Figure 3), a significant maiden exploration budget of $4m has been approved 
for both In-Mine as well as Near-Mine exploration at Deflector. This budget will be used to test a series of 
prospective targets within the Deflector tenement package.  

Doray’s exploration strategy at Deflector is primarily focussed on: 

 adding to the existing Mineral Resource inventory at Deflector in the near-term;  

 the discovery of additional Deflector-style gold-copper ore sources for the Deflector plant; and 

 discovery of traditional gold-only orebodies that could be treated at Deflector and/or Andy Well  
 

 

Figure 3. Revised geological interpretation map of the Gullewa Greenstone Belt. 

A programme of deep diamond drilling is planned for testing of the depth extensions to the Deflector 
Central and Western Lodes, which at present are only drilled to a depth of approximately 350m below 
surface. The base of the current Life of Mine plan at Deflector is constrained by this limited depth of drilling. 
It is anticipated that any extensions to mineralisation at depth will have immediate positive impact on the 
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current mine life. Drilling is scheduled to commence in the December Quarter, following completion of a 
structural geology study currently underway in the Deflector open pit.  

Work is also currently underway on heritage studies required prior to the commencement of an RC drilling 
programme at the historic King Solomon-New Phoenix gold mine. This programme aims to test for 
significant extensions to the previously mined narrow-vein, high grade gold lodes present. It is anticipated 
that heritage surveys will be completed by late-August, with drilling to commence immediately after. 

In addition to this RC drilling programme, a series of significant regional aircore drilling campaigns will be 
completed to test a series of new gold targets within the tenement package. 

As a result of the recently completed re-mapping exercise at the Project, the geological sequence hosting 
the Deflector mine has been extended significantly to the east with the previously interpreted intrusive unit 
to the east of Deflector being reclassified as a sequence of felsic volcanic rocks. This new interpretation has 
significantly increased the potential for a volcanogenic-hosted massive sulphide (VHMS)-style orebody to 
be discovered.  

In order to evaluate this prospective new opportunity, Doray applied for and received a WA State 
Government Exploration Incentive Scheme (EIS) grant to drill an 800m long stratigraphic diamond drill hole 
through this newly identified volcanic sequence.  

Following the success of the Heli-VTEM survey undertaken on the Deflector corridor last year, an expanded 
VTEM survey is to be commenced in the last week of August. The data collected from this survey will be 
valuable for both Deflector-style and VHMS exploration. 

-ENDS- 

For further information, please contact: 
 

Cameron Peacock 
Investor Relations 
Doray Minerals Ltd 
+61 (0)439 908 732 
investorrelations@dorayminerals.com.au 

Margie Livingston 
Media Relations 
AMN Corporate 
+61 (0)438 661 131 
margie@amncorporate.com 

 

About Doray Minerals Limited 

Doray Minerals Limited is an Australian gold producer, developer and explorer with two high-grade Western 
Australian gold assets: the Andy Well Gold Project (Andy Well); and the Deflector Gold Project (Deflector), 
which commenced production in May 2016.  

Doray has a strategic portfolio of gold exploration properties within Western Australia and South Australia 
and each presents multiple discovery opportunities. The Company's Board and management team has a 
proven track record in discovery, development, and production. 
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