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Media Release 
 
 
22 June 2017 
 

RESTART OF MINING AND CONCENTRATING AT JACINTH-AMBROSIA 
 
 
Iluka Resources announces the recommencement of mining and concentrating activities at its 
Jacinth-Ambrosia operation, effective December 2017. 
 
Located approximately 270 kilometres from the Port of Thevenard, near the township of Ceduna, 
Jacinth-Ambrosia is the primary source of zircon for Iluka. Mining and concentrating activities were suspended 
in April 2016 for what was expected to be a period of 18 to 24 months, to allow heavy mineral concentrate 
inventory to be drawn down during a time of subdued market demand. 
 
Market conditions have improved during the suspension period and heavy mineral concentrate inventories 
have been sufficiently drawn down. As a result, mining and concentrating activities at Jacinth-Ambrosia will 
re-commence in December 2017, following a two month lead time for restart with minimal capital outlay. 
 
Approximately 40 employees and 60 contractors will be recruited to support the restart. 
 
Comment attributable to Iluka’s Managing-Director, Tom O’Leary: 
 
“Iluka continues to be encouraged by the improvement in mineral sands markets. The restart of Jacinth-
Ambrosia reflects the continued tightening of the zircon market and follows the substantial draw down of heavy 
mineral concentrate inventory over 2017. The restart will ensure Iluka is able to continue to support its 
customer base.” 
 
Further comments attributable to Iluka’s South Australian Operations Manager, Hamish Little: 
 
“This is a welcome development for Iluka’s employees, contractors and community and government 
stakeholders, particularly in South Australia. 
 
When the suspension of mining and concentration activities was announced in April 2016, Iluka stated that 
this would be for a period of 18 to 24 months; and that the company would take measures to protect its 
reputation in South Australia during the suspension period. In May 2017, Iluka was awarded the 2017 
South Australian Premier's Community Excellence Award for Social Inclusion, which recognised the 
company’s efforts to preserve local employment and development opportunities while operations were 
suspended. 
 
Iluka has also provided regular updates to the South Australian Government during the suspension period, 
including with respect to progressive rehabilitation activities, which have continued to take place at site.”  
 
 
Iluka Resources 
 
Iluka Resources (ASX:  ILU) is involved in mineral sands exploration, project development, operations and marketing. The company has 
operations in Australia (Western Australia, Victoria and South Australia) and in Sierra Leone. Iluka is the largest producer of zircon and 
rutile globally; and is also a major producer of synthetic rutile (upgraded ilmenite).  
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About Jacinth-Ambrosia  
 
Jacinth-Ambrosia is a globally significant source of zircon.. Discovered in 2004, it commenced production in 
2009 – a record for a remote resource development in Australia. The development of Jacinth-Ambrosia 
entailed capital expenditure of approximately $400 million.  
 
Dry mining and ore concentrating activities occur on site and produce a heavy mineral concentrate through 
gravity separation. The heavy mineral concentrate is transported to Iluka’s mineral separation facilities in 
Australia for the production of final products of zircon, rutile and ilmenite. 
 
Jacinth-Ambrosia’s principal product is zircon, which has a wide range of applications including ceramics (such 
as floor and wall tiles and sanitary ware); casting and foundry applications; zirconium chemicals; and zirconium 
metal. Jacinth-Ambrosia also produces rutile and chloride ilmenite. These products have applications primarily 
in the production of pigment, titanium metal, nanomaterials and as a flux agent in welding. 
 
Following the restart, Iluka will directly employ approximately 85 personnel at Jacinth Ambrosia. A further 105 
contractors will be employed for mining, transport and company operations.    
 
Iluka operates at Jacinth-Ambrosia under a Native Title Mining Agreement with the Far West Coast Aboriginal 
People. The agreement sets out royalty arrangements and employment targets (20%), which have been met 
or exceeded since 2012, including during the suspension of mining and concentrating activities (April 2016 – 
November 2017). It also encompasses an education and training program through scholarships and 
traineeships; and business development outcomes.  
 
Jacinth-Ambrosia is the first mining development in a mixed-use regional reserve (the Yellabina Regional 
Reserve), with the operation demonstrating a commitment to high environmental standards. Rehabilitation of 
mined areas commenced in 2013 and will progress for the life of the mine.  
 
Since 2007, Iluka has partnered with the University of Adelaide to support ecological research at 
Jacinth-Ambrosia. This partnership complements rehabilitation activities to identify industry best practice for 
revegetation. The main purpose of the research program is to provide knowledge to assist rehabilitation 
managers return ecosystem and landscape function to mine affected areas that is resilient and sustainable.  
 
Jacinth-Ambrosia has received the South Australian Premier’s Excellence Award in 2017 (for social inclusion); 
2015 (for supporting communities); and in 2014 (for environmental excellence).  
 


